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Y!r Gui" # $ Best % $ Sea&n
 Call it sweater weather. Call it 
pumpkin season. Around here, we 
simply call it the best time of year.
 As summer fades into brilliant reds, 
oranges and golds, East Troy comes 
alive with unforgettable events, scenic 
adventures and hometown traditions 
that make every autumn weekend worth 
the trip.

 From pumpkin patches to festivals, 
here’s your guide to the season.

Fall colors, historic rides await  
at East Troy Electric Railroad

 Autumn is one of the most beautiful 
times to experience the East Troy 
Electric Railroad, Wisconsin’s last 

original electric interurban railway.
 The East Troy Railroad Museum 
continues its 2026 season with regular 
train service on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays through Aug. 30, followed 
by its popular Harvest Fest Trains on 
Saturdays and Sundays from Sept. 5 

A1911 postcard photo shows an interurban car from The 
Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light Company (TMER&L) in East 

Troy. (TMER&L is now known as We Energies.)
PHOTO COURTESY OF EAST TROY RAILROAD MUSEUM Good Neighbors

Major Milestone
East Troy Electric Railroad receives 
National Historic designation
 The East Troy Electric Railroad has been added to the 
National Register of Historic Places by the National Park 
Service. 
 The announcement was made June 17.
 Built by The Milwaukee Electric Railway and Light 
Company in 1906-1907, the East Troy Electric Railroad 
is the last remaining segment of the interurban electric 
passenger rail system that once served southeastern 
Wisconsin. The line provided both passenger and freight 
service to communities throughout the region.
 “The East Troy Electric Railroad provides an important 
link to the past,” East Troy Railroad Museum Chairman 
Steve Thomas said in a news release. “Not only does it 

250 celebration continues 
tradition nearly 180  
years in the making

Matilda Moody takes a bite of buttery roasted sweet corn during 
the 49th Annual East Troy Memorial Day Weekend Corn & Brat 
Roast, capturing the magic of summer’s kickoff on East Troy’s 
historic Village Square. For generations, the Square has been 

where neighbors gather to celebrate community – a tradition that 
continued this year as thousands returned for East Troy Celebrates 

America 250! Block Party.
VANESSA LENZ Good Neighbors

Left: A historic photograph captures the first Walworth County Fair, held Oct. 16, 1850, on East Troy’s Village Square. The fair rotated 
to Elkhorn in 1851, moved to Delavan in 1853, returned to Elkhorn in 1854 and has remained there ever since. The image offers a 

glimpse into one of the county’s earliest community traditions and East Troy’s role in its history. Right: Members of The Lofty Life Aerial 
Dance perform during the East Troy Celebrates America 250! Block Party on July 4. The aerial performance was presented by Home 

on the Square and Spotlight Real Estate, bringing a memorable highlight to the community’s semiquincentennial celebration.

East Troy Then & Now

VANESSA LENZ Good NeighborsPHOTO COURTESY OF EAST TROY HISTORICAL SOCIETY Good Neighbors
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 Long before food trucks, live 
music, family festivals and community 
celebrations filled East Troy’s Village 
Square, the park served as the center 
of daily life for a small but growing 
settlement on Wisconsin’s frontier.
 Nearly 180 years later, our world 
has changed, but the Village Square 
remains what it has always been – the 

heart of East Troy.
 Originally set aside in 1847 by 
founders Austin McCracken and Jacob 
Burgit, the Square quickly became 
the community’s gathering place. 
Early churches, merchants, hotels, 
blacksmiths, banks and professional 


